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July 18, 2005
Cathy Coppes

Medicaid Policy Specialist

Iowa Department of Human Services

Iowa Medicaid Enterprises

100 Army Post Road

Des Moines, IA 50315

Re: 100344

Dear Ms. Coppes:

Congratulations! The Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS) is pleased to inform you that your state has been selected to participate in the CHCS Purchasing Institute (PI): Best Practices for Oral Health Access. CHCS Purchasing Institutes are designed to develop, pilot, and implement value-based purchasing strategies that will lead to high-quality and cost-effective health care for people served by publicly funded health care programs. 

This year’s Institute is an interactive workshop that will use practical information and real-world examples from the field to give state executives updated information and tools that will assist in the development of an action plan that will define short- and long-term oral health access goals and outline technical assistance needs to improve oral health access to vulnerable populations in your state.

You will be receiving a call within the next several days requesting confirmation of your team membership. In order for CHCS to fund 5 members of your team it must include a senior Medicaid executive; a senior public health representative, a senior Maternal Child Health representative and a representative from the dental community.  Due to space restrictions , we are requesting each state team limit the number of team members to six people.  

 In preparation for the Purchasing Institute, we are asking each team to:

· Participate in one pre-meeting call, which will be facilitated by CHCS. It is scheduled for Wednesday August 3, 2005 from 2pm to 3pm EDT. Only one member of your team is required to participate in the call, preferably the team leader. To access the call, dial 1-800-882-3610 and enter guest code 5426407. (Please confirm conference call participation by emailing drose@chcs.org by July 27, 2005.)

· Complete the Registration Form by  August 5, 2005. The form can be accessed at  http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB224GRUHTDBM
Meeting Logistics The Purchasing Institute will be held September 28, 2005 starting at 1pm and end September 30, 2005 at 1pm. Because CHCS recognizes the fiscal challenges states currently face, the travel and lodging expenses will be covered for up to five team members. Information and instructions about securing hotel and travel accommodations are provided to participants when they complete the Registration Form on line. If you have any questions about travel arrangements, please contact Marianne Ritchey at 609-895-8101.

We look forward to your participation in this year’s Institute! If you have any additional questions, please contact, Carolyn M. Ballard at 609-895-8616.

Sincerely,
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Nikki Highsmith

Senior Vice President, Programs

Program Director, State Action for Oral Health Access Program
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Carolyn M. Ballard

Deputy Director, State Action for Oral Health Access Program
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