Appendix M-7

Goals #5, Objective #1


      Iowa Coalition for Home and Community Based Services for Seniors
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July 1, 2005

Mark McClellan, Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland  21244-1850

Dear Dr. McClellan:


Re:  IowaCare:  Rebalancing for Increased Community Capacity,


       Access, and Choice

As Co-Chair of the Iowa Coalition for Home and Community Based Services for Seniors, I am writing to express the Coalition’s strong support for the application by Iowa Medicaid Enterprise for Real Choice Systems Transformation funding.  This grant would in very substantive ways address barriers to community living facing older Iowans and people with disabilities who need long term care.  We are particularly pleased to see IME’s commitment to plan for the expansion of home and community based services for both populations, to find ways to strengthen the HCBS service network, and to streamline the waiver assessment and eligibility process.  We would be delighted to support that planning process in any way we can.  


We also applaud IME for undertaking initiatives to improve the coordination and quality of local transit services, and to collaborate with the Iowa Finance Authority in a program to train organizations such as ours to counsel our clients on finding affordable, accessible housing.  

We look forward to the opportunity to work on this project.


Sincerely,
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David Purdy


Chair
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