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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
KEVIN W. CONCANNON, DIRECTOR

July 6, 2005

Judy Norris                                                                                                     

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Office of Acquisition and Grants Management

Mail Stop C2-21-15                                                                                       

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 
Dear Ms. Norris:

As Iowa’s State Medicaid Director, I am very pleased to submit the attached application for a FY 05 Real Choice Systems Transformation Grant. Iowa is requesting 3.5 million to be utilized over a period of four years.  The title of our project is  “IowaCare: Rebalancing for Increased Community Capacity, Access, and Choice.” The Iowa Department of Human Services will serve as the lead organization since it houses the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise (IME). I will serve as the project director for the proposed project.  Debbie Johnson, Program Manager of the Long-Term Care Bureau, will be the principal contact person for the grant.  

Major partners actively collaborating in the project include:

· Myers and Stauffer (the Provider Audit and Rate Setting Unit of the IME)

· The Iowa Foundation for Medical Care (the Medical Services Unit of the IME)

· The Center for Disabilities and Development at the University of Iowa

· The Iowa Department of Elder Affairs

· The Iowa Finance Authority

· The Iowa Transportation Coordination Council

· Iowa’s Medicaid Advisory Council

· The Medical Assistance Projections and Assessment Council (newly created by the IowaCare Act to oversee Medicaid Reform initiatives in our state). 

The Iowa Department of Human Services has the clear authority to oversee and coordinate the proposed activities and is capable of convening all stakeholders needed for the project to succeed.  The project has the wholehearted endorsement of the Governor, legislative leaders from both houses and both parties, and DHS Director Kevin Concannon.  We are very excited about this opportunity to continue Iowa’s progress in creating a more coherent system of long term care supports.  

Sincerely,
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Eugene Gessow

State Medicaid Director

IOWA MEDICAID ENTERPRISE - 100 ARMY POST ROAD - DES MOINES, IA  50315
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