Iowa’s MEQC Pilot

November 1, 2005 to October 31, 2006

Goals:  

Iowa implemented an expansion of the Medicaid program beginning in July, 2005 with the IowaCare program.  IowaCare extends limited Medicaid eligibility to:

· People ages 19 through 64 whose countable household income is at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty level and who do not qualify under any other Medicaid coverage group.

· Pregnant women whose gross countable income is under 300 percent of the federal poverty level and whose allowable medical expenses bring their countable income at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

· Newborn children born to pregnant women as defined above.

Eligibility for IowaCare is based on an applicants self-declaration of circumstances.  We will review a monthly sample of IowaCare cases.  The goal of each review will be to determine whether applicants are reporting their circumstances correctly.

Sample Selection:

At the beginning of each month we will select a random sample from a pool of active IowaCare cases.  We’re estimating we can complete a monthly sample of 34 cases.  This number must be subject to change as we get into the project and learn more about the amount of time required to do a complete review.  The sample for the first month of the project will be smaller to allow for training time.

Review Methodology:

The reviewer will read the case file for each case selected for review.  Information from the case reading will be recorded on a worksheet that will list each eligibility factor to be reviewed.  We will contact the recipient in instances where we are unable to verify eligibility through third party sources.  

We want to determine whether self-declared information is correct, so we will review the following eligibility factors for each case selected:

· Age

· Alien status

· Residency

· Household composition and relationship

· Income

· Health insurance coverage

· Application processing standards

· We will always check to see if they would have been eligible for another Medicaid coverage group.  This may involve a review of resources if the person was not categorically eligible.

Staffing and Resources:

We have two full time reviewers that are responsible for completing MEQC reviews.  We are estimating 34 reviews per month can be completed.  This is subject to adjustment as we get into the project and discover how much time is actually required to complete a review.

This pilot project would begin November 1, 2005 and continue for one year through October 31, 2006.

