Attachment C-1

Resume - Concannon


BIO FOR KEVIN W. CONCANNON

Kevin Concannon was appointed by Governor Vilsack in March 2003, to serve as the Director for the Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS).  Iowa DHS is an agency that directly serves, on average, 700,000 Iowans per year.  The agency provides authority and financing for a range of services including health care for Iowans of all ages through the Medicaid program and health insurance for children through the Iowa hawk-i program.  The agency also is the lead agency for behavioral health care, including services to people with mental illness and developmental disabilities.  The agency provides child support collection services, financial assistance, child care, foster care, adoptive services, child protective services, juvenile justice services, long term care support for elderly and disabled persons, food assistance through the food stamp program, and adult protective services.  DHS operates and oversees the management of nine state institutions; two juvenile justice facilities, two resource centers for people with disabilities, four mental health institutions, and the Civil Commitment Unit for Sexual Offenders (CCUSO).  The agency operates a number of combined state and federally financed programs and has an annual budget of $2.9 billion dollars. 

Prior to his appointment, Kevin served as Maine’s Department of Human Services Commissioner from February 1995 to February 2003.  From 1987 to 1995 he was the Director of the Oregon Department of Human Services.  From 1980 to 1987 he was Commissioner of the Maine Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation.

He has led efforts at the state level to obtain more affordable prescription drugs for state residents and was the named defendant in a landmark U.S. Supreme Court 2003 case entitled PhRMA vs. Concannon.  He was instrumental in reforming the public welfare systems of the states of Maine and Oregon, implemented major mental health and developmental disabilities service system reforms in both Maine and Oregon, and was responsible for increasing access to medical care through state insurance programs in Oregon and Maine as well as expanding the choices and supports in long term care for elderly and disabled people, thereby reducing their reliance on institutional forms of care in both states.

Kevin has also had national leadership roles, serving as President of the American Public Welfare Association (APWA) and previously served as President of the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors.  He has also served as a member of the APWA’s Board of Directors, the American Public Human Services Association Board of Directors, and is currently a member of the executive committee of the National Association of State Human Service Directors.  He is a member of the Milbank Fund’s Reforming State Health Care Steering Committee.

Mr. Concannon’s educational background includes a BA degree from Saint Francis Xavier University and a MSW degree from Saint Francis Xavier University and the Maritime School of Social Work, Halifax, Nova Scotia.  He previously served from 1987 to 1995 as Adjunct Professor of Social Work at Portland State University and previous to that as Adjunct Assistant Professor of Social Work at the University of Connecticut Graduate School of Social Work (1981 to 1985). 
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