Case Management for the Frail Elderly

As a Medical Assistance Covered Service Under

HCBS Elderly Waiver
During the 2005 Iowa Legislative session, House File 841 was passed, which is an act relating to health care reform with provisions relating to the Iowa Medicaid program.  Included in this legislation is a section that directs the Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) to submit necessary amendments to the Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Elderly Waiver to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services (CMS).   Division III, Section 14 of this legislation requires amendments that would provide for inclusion of case management as a service covered under the Elderly Waiver.

Staff from DHS continues to meet with representatives of the Iowa Department of Elder Affairs (DEA) to collaborate on the development of the necessary amendments and determination of existing funds available to be used to for state match.  Discussions and work to date on this project include research, determinations of definitions, addressing rule changes that will be needed, provider qualifications and fiscal impacts.  Both DEA and DHS are reviewing information from other states on how those states provide case management as a waiver services.  DEA is presently analyzing the cost data from the Area Agencies on Aging to determine local costs and identify funds and sources available for the state-funding match of the service.

Both agencies are in process of gathering information for the next meeting scheduled for the third week of September.  The intent is to have the waiver amendment submitted for an effective date of October 2005.  The effective date is contingent upon CMS approval.

