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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
KEVIN W. CONCANNON, DIRECTOR

October 11, 2005

Dear Medicaid Stakeholder,

House File 841 (IowaCare Medicaid Reform Act) instructs the Department of Human Services to design and implement a number of health care reform initiatives in the Iowa Medicaid Program over a five-year period.

As we begin the planning for these health care initiatives, we invite you to participate on one or more advisory groups, which will meet periodically to discuss these initiatives.  Anyone who wishes to participate on any of the topics is welcome.

The meetings begin on October 26 and 27, 2005 at the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise (100 Army Post Road, Des Moines).  The schedule for the meetings is attached.  Meetings are scheduled monthly through March (also shown on the schedule).

We have also attached a listing of the individual health care initiatives from House File 841 that we will be designing and implementing.  The listing includes:

· Project name

· DHS project manager

· Citation for the initiative within House File 841

· Purpose of the initiative 

· Target completion dates

In addition, we have included the introduction from the IowaCare implementation plan, which was submitted to CMS in September.  The introduction describes DHS’s approach to designing and implementing the initiatives.  The first step of our approach is to convene these advisory groups.  Your engagement in this effort over the next several months will provide an opportunity for input and advice that will be used by our Medicaid staff in developing work plans for implementing the initiatives.

Any documentation, either from Medicaid staff, or submitted by any interested party, will be posted on the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise website at www.ime.state.ia.us under the Iowa Medicaid Reform link.  Please look there in the coming weeks for information from our staff on the initiatives.  

Thank you in advance for your participation.  We look forward to working together to implement these important health care strategies.

Sincerely,
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Eugene Gessow

Iowa Medicaid Director

IOWA MEDICAID ENTERPRISE - 100 ARMY POST ROAD - DES MOINES, IA  50315
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