Part V

Long Term Care Rebalancing

During the 2005 Iowa Legislative session, House File 841directed the Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) to make changes to the medical assistance program that would rebalance long term care.  Included in this legislation:

1. Revise the nursing facility level of care criteria for facility admission and maintain the current level of care criteria for home and community based services (HCBS) for nursing facility level of care.

2. Include case management as a medical assistance covered service under the HCBS Elderly Waiver.

1.  Change in NF Level of Care

A state plan amendment (05-012) was submitted to revise the nursing facility level of care for facility admission. Also, five HCBS Waiver amendments were submitted to recognize the level of care change for nursing facility admissions (AIDS/HIV, Brain Injury, Elderly, Ill and Handicapped and Physical Disability).  In anticipation of questions from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), a letter was sent to CMS on August 30, 2005 to provide additional information related to the level of care changes.

2.  Case Management for Frail Elderly
In collaboration with the Iowa Department of Elder Affairs (DEA), DHS is preparing an amendment to the HCBS Elderly Waiver to add case management as a waiver service.

