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Recommendation Summary

Goals:

The Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities (MH/DD) Commission recommends changing the system of delivering adult disability services. The goal is to provide better access to services, to fund core services to more people statewide, to equalize county funding obligations, and to distribute funds on a more equitable basis.  

When We’re Finished:

The new system will assure universal access to information and outreach, to initial service coordination, and to crisis services.  The system will link individuals with disabilities to basic supports such as housing subsidies, utility subsidies, food assistance, transportation subsidies, medical and dental care.  Funds will be available where each individual resides and will not be determined on an archaic calculation of “legal settlement.”  While this does not assure that each core service will be available in every locality, it does assure equal access to services.  The system will provide funding for core services including coordination and monitoring services, community services and supports, inpatient services, and residential services.  

Who Receives Services:

Adults with mental illness, chronic mental illness, mental retardation, developmental disabilities other than mental retardation, or disability due to brain injury will be eligible if they meet standardized functional assessment criteria and either qualify for Medicaid funding or have an income below 150% of the federal poverty level.

Funding:

Funds for the adult disability system will come from county property taxes, state appropriations, federal funds, and other sources.  Counties will contribute at an equalized property tax rate threshold.  State and federal funds will be distributed to counties or coalitions of counties using case rates based on functional assessments of eligible individuals.  This assures that individuals will have access to available funding based on their individual needs.

Implementation Phases:

The Commission anticipates that system changes will occur in four phases over the next six to eight years.

· Phase 1, the Legislature authorizes the new system and directs the collection of fiscal data and tools.

· Phase 2, the equalized property tax rate and the new method for distributing MH/DD funds will be implemented.  

· Phase 3, all affected populations will be assured funding for core services statewide.  

· Phase 4, each county or group of counties will end funding obligations based on  “legal settlement” in the county. Instead, they would fund individuals who reside in the county or group of counties.

Additional Revenue:

It is likely that the new system will require additional revenue.  First, an appropriation is needed to fund collection of fiscal data, development of functional assessment tools, and development of case rates.  Revenue to fund statewide delivery of core services may come from additional appropriations, proposed property tax restructuring, or other sources.  

Future Project:
This report does not make recommendations regarding redesign of an MH/DD system for children.  The MH/DD Commission intends to make recommendations regarding the children’s MH/DD system in a report to the legislature in December 2004.

For More Information:

The report is a product of the MH/DD Commission and the generous contribution of 150 Iowans who served on workgroups meeting regularly for more than a year.  Participants included individuals with disabilities and their families, representatives of county and state government, advocates, educators, and service providers.  A copy of the full report is on the Department of Human Service web site, www.dhs.state.ia.us/publications. For more information, contact Project Coordinator Becky Flores at bflores@dhs.state.ia.us, or (515) 281-4593.
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