Iowa Attachment D-3 (b)


Children’s Mental Health Waiver

Assessment Criteria

The child must meet all of criteria A1 through A3 to meet the level of care required for the HCBS Children’s Mental Health Waiver. 

1. Member presents with a mental disorder as supported by the DSM-IV diagnostic criteria.  He/she does not present with a mental retardation diagnosis.  A substance abuse DX alone is not sufficient for involvement in the Children’s Mental Health Waiver program. (See Axis 1-V)

2. Level of Stability (must meet all of the following):

a) The member demonstrates a risk to self and/or others but can be managed with services available through the Children’s Mental Health Waiver.  

b) The member demonstrates the ability to engage in activities of daily living but lacks adequate medical/behavioral stability and/or social and familial support to maintain or develop age-appropriate cognitive, social and emotional processes. 

c) The member is medically stable but may require occasional medical observation and care.

3. Degree of Impairment (must meet a and either b or c).

a) The member has impairment in judgment, impulse control and/or cognitive/perceptual abilities arising from a mental disorder that indicate the need for close monitoring, supervision and intensive intervention to stabilize or reverse the dysfunction.

b) Social/Interpersonal/Familial – The member demonstrates significantly impaired interpersonal functioning arising from a mental disorder that requires active intervention to resume an adequate level of functioning.

c) Educational/Prevocational/Vocational – The member demonstrates significantly impaired educational and/or prevocational/vocational functioning arising from a mental disorder that requires active intervention to resume an adequate level of functioning.
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