LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Spawning from the mission of the State’s Bureau of Developmental and Protective Services to redesign the children’s mental health system and in response to parental/advocate voices for an alternative to institutional services, the impetus to implement Medicaid waiver services for children with serious emotional disorders began.

House File 538 amended the Code of Iowa and declared that termination of parental rights or transfer of legal custody of the child to a psychiatric institution could not be undertaken for the purpose of obtaining treatment for any child.  House File 538 also directed the Department to submit a waiver request to provide coverage under the medical assistance program for not more than three hundred children with serious emotional disturbance.  By the time that this House File was passed, the 1915c waiver application had been submitted to CMS.  However, one important component of that bill included the establishment of a review committee to advise the Department regarding the waiver’s implementation.  The review committee can include; but is not limited to, juvenile judges, parents of children participating in the waiver, waiver service providers, Departmental staff, at least two members of the Iowa General Assembly and others with knowledge of the Children’s Mental Health Waiver.  This review committee will be an important and valuable mechanism to continually improve the quality of the services provided through this waiver.  The author of this bill, Representative Lisa Heddons will be one of the members. 

House File 841 authorized the creation of the IowaCare Act.  The 1915c Children’s Mental Health Waiver application was rescinded and included in the 1115a demonstration waiver with the direction that implementation would follow the principles of a home and community based waiver.  Targeted case management was removed from the menu of waiver services and included as D prime factor in the cost neutrality formula instead of the D factor.  This allowed for direct oversight from Iowa Administrative Chapter 24 quality assurance, a small increase in the monthly dollar amount for each waiver-eligible child.  A State Plan amendment was submitted to add this targeted group of children to Iowa Medicaid case management. 

