Explanation of QMB and SLMB

QMB (Qualified Medicare Beneficiary):

Member has Medicare as primary- Medicaid will pay Medicare coinsurance/deductible/psych reduction ONLY.  Provider must submit the EOMB.  

QMB with Spend down:

Medicaid will automatically pay member’s Medicare coinsurance/deductible/psych reduction.  Provider may submit Medicare Non-Covered charges to Medicaid for spend down consideration.  The claim must be submitted indicating that this is “Not a Medicare Covered Benefit” with the Medicare denial attached.  

SLMB (Special Low Income Medicare Beneficiary) :

Member has Medicare as primary- Medicaid will pay Medicare DIRECTLY for the yearly premium on this member.  Medicaid will NEVER pay a provider directly for their claims.  

SLMB with Spend down:

Member has Medicare as primary- Medicaid will pay Medicare DIRECTLY for the yearly premium on this member.  Medicaid will NEVER pay a provider directly for their claims… However, when the member has a SPEND DOWN in addition to SLMB, all charges should be billed to Medicaid on a claim form to be considered for Spend down.  NOTE:  Once the spend down has been met the member will still not be eligible for payment by the IME, meeting his/her spend down will simply assist a family member within their home to be eligible for Iowa Medicaid coverage.

